
M E S S AG E  F R O M  T H E 

TOW N  M A N AG E R
February may be a short month, but it is a busy one here in Surfside.

As we prepare for the Tuesday, March 15 election, the Town will be hosting candidate 
forums for those running for Town office. Early next month, we will also host 
two community workshops—one virtual (Wednesday, March 2) and one 
in person (Thursday, March 3)—regarding the five ballot questions that will be presented to you, our residents. These 
workshops will provide an opportunity for you to ask questions prior to voting. Within this issue, you can find more 
information on the questions and answers to some frequently asked questions.  There is more information on the Town 
website, as well.

Last month, we welcomed Rogelio Torres, Jr. as our Chief of Police. Chief Torres’ focus will be on community policing and 
public safety. With more than three decades of experience, Chief Torres has worked in nearly all levels of policing and 
offers many new ideas to grow the strong connections between our officers and residents. Please get to know a little more 
about Chief Torres by reading his biography below, or stop by one of the monthly Coffee with the Cops events held at 
Starbucks.

Also, I invite you all to our second Third Thursday event, themed “AuthorTown,” to take place on Thursday, February 17 on 
95th Street between Collins and Harding avenues. It’s a family-friendly event with plenty of fun, food and entertainment. 

We hope to see you there!

A n d r e w  Hy a t t ,  To w n  M a n a g e r

3  Fe b r ua ry  2 0 2 2    s u r fs i d e  g a z e t t e

n e w  ch i e f  i n  tow n :  M e e t  Ro g e l i o  To r r e s ,  J r .
C h i e f  Ro g e l i o  J .  To r r e s ,  J r . ’ s   p a s s i o n  f o r  l a w 
e n f o r c e m e n t  b e g a n  a s  a  t e e n a g e r  w h i l e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
i n  t h e  p o l i c e  e x p l o r e r  p r o g r a m . 
Th o s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  l e d  h i m  t o  a  n e a r l y  3 4 - y e a r 
c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  S u n r i s e  Po l i c e  De p a r t m e n t  i n 
Br o w a r d  Co u n t y .  Wh i l e  t h e r e ,  C h i e f  To r r e s  w o r k e d 
h i s  w a y  u p  t h e  r a n k s ,  b e c o m i n g  De p u t y  C h i e f  o f 
Po l i c e  i n  2 0 1 8 .  In  t h i s  r o l e ,  C h i e f  To r r e s  m a n a g e d 
a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  Po l i c e  De p a r t m e n t ,  o v e r s e e i n g 
a  s t a f f  o f  3 0 2  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  a  $ 4 9  m i l l i o n  b u d g e t 
u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  S u n r i s e  i n  2 0 1 9 .
S i n c e  2 0 0 7 ,  C h i e f  To r r e s  h a s  s e r v e d  a s 
a n  a d j u n c t  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  t h e  Br o w a r d 
Po l i c e  A c a d e m y,  c o v e r i n g  g e n e r a l  l a w 
e n f o r c e m e n t  t o p i c s ,  v e h i c l e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  f i r s t  a i d ,  a n d  f i r e a r m s .  He  i s  a  S u b j e c t  M a t t e r  E x p e r t  w i t h  
t h e  F l o r i d a  De p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  En f o r c e m e n t  c o m m i t t e e  r e - w r i t i n g  t h e  Ba s i c  Re c r u i t  F i r e a r m s  Cu r r i c u l u m 
a n d  h a s  b e e n  a n  a c t i v e  m e m b e r  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  p o l i c e - r e l a t e d  b o a r d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Di r e c t o r s  
f o r  t h e  Br o w a r d  Po l i c e  B e n e v o l e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
C h i e f  To r r e s  h o l d s  a  Ba c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e  i n  Cr i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  M a n a g e m e n t  f r o m  Un i o n  In s t i t u t e  &  Un i v e r s i t y . 
He  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  5 8 t h  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s v i l l e -S o u t h e r n  Po l i c e  In s t i t u t e -Co m m a n d 
O f f i c e r s  De v e l o p m e n t  Co u r s e  a n d  t h e  2 5 7 t h  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Fe d e r a l  Bu r e a u  o f  In v e s t i g a t i o n s  Na t i o n a l 
A c a d e m y.
Fo r  C h i e f  To r r e s ’  f a m i l y ,  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  r u n s  d e e p .  He  a n d  h i s  w i f e  h a v e  f i v e  s o n s ,  t w o  o f  w h o m  a r e  p o l i c e 
o f f i c e r s  a n d  t w o  w h o  s e r v e  a s  f i r e f i g h t e r /p a r a m e d i c s . 


