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News Release
It’s Hurricane Season, do You Have an Evacuation Plan?
ORLANDO, Fla. – Last year, millions of Floridians spent many hours in their cars, stuck in
traffic as they evacuated in advance of Hurricane Irma. Preparing an evacuation plan now may
help you save time and money later this summer if an evacuation is ordered. Don’t wait till a
storm is forecast to start getting ready. Take action now.
Know Your Zone:
Find out if your home is in an evacuation zone. If you live in such a zone, learn about evacuation
routes before a storm is forecast. Practicing evacuating in your car with all family members,
including pets, will make everyone more comfortable if you need to leave in an emergency.
The Florida Division of Emergency Management’s Know Your Zone webpage has a map of
hurricane evacuation zones. Your local emergency management office may have additional
information on evacuation routes.
Know Your Destination:
During hurricane season, monitor local news. If local officials issue an evacuation order,
evacuate.
You don’t have to drive hundreds of miles to be safe from a hurricane. It may be possible to go
to the home of friends or family in a safe, inland location that is not too far away. There may be a
motel or hotel nearby where you can seek shelter. Making plans now for where you will stay if
ordered to evacuate will provide peace of mind later.
Know Before You Go:
Want to know what the traffic is like? Call 511, the Florida Department of Transportation’s
hotline. Callers can ask for the latest traffic information for major highways and individual
counties. Information is available online at https://fl511.com/

The Florida Highway Patrol also has a website that updates road conditions every five minutes.
Traffic congestion and delays are likely. Make sure you have a full tank of gas and that you
know your destination and how to get there before setting out.
Bring an emergency kit that includes a NOAA weather radio and batteries, flashlight and
batteries, bottled water, non-perishable food, can opener, and clothes. Bring medications and
copies of prescriptions, spare pair of eye glasses and any special products for babies, elderly and
medically fragile family members and pets. Ready.gov
Hurricane guides published by many newspapers and county emergency management offices are
a good one-stop resource for Floridians. Ready.gov has more tips to help you prepare for
hurricane season
For more Hurricane Irma recovery information, visit www.FEMA.gov/IrmaFL.
Follow FEMA and the Florida Division of Emergency Management on Twitter at
@FEMARegion4 and @FLSERT. You may also visit FEMA and the Division’s Facebook pages
at Facebook.com/FEMA and Facebook.com/FloridaSERT.

###
Helping people before, during, and after disasters.
Disaster recovery assistance is available without regard to race, color, religion, nationality, sex,
age, disability, English proficiency or economic status. If you or someone you know has been
discriminated against, call FEMA toll-free at 800-621-FEMA (3362). For TTY call 800-4627585.
FEMA’s temporary housing assistance and grants for public transportation expenses, medical
and dental expenses, and funeral and burial expenses do not require individuals to apply for an
SBA loan. However, applicants who receive SBA loan applications must submit them to SBA to
be eligible for assistance that covers personal property, vehicle repair or replacement, and
moving and storage expenses.
###

